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PAGE 01 LUSAKA 01945 110808Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO 10-14 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 
INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 
SS-15 USIA-15 AID-05 TRSE-00 EB-07 FEA-01 INT-05 
OES-07 COME-OO EPG-02 OMB-Ol /109W 

002687 111032Z/16 

R 081602Z JUL 77 
FM AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6066 
INFO AMCONSUL CAPETOWN 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 

UNCLAS LUSAKA 1945 

CAPETOWN FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRD, PFDR, ZA, RH 

SUB J : ZAMBIA TO SUE OIL COMPANIES 

1 . ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, 17 OIL COMPANIES HAVE BREN 
INFORMED OF THE GOVERNMENT OF ZAMBIA'S INTENTION TO BRING SUIT 
AGAINST THEM FOR K750 MILLION (DOLS 937 MILLION IN DAMAGES 
SUFFERED BY ZAMBIA AS A RESULT OF THE COMAPNIES' VIOLATION OF 
RHODESIAN OIL SANCTIONS. THE COMPANIES WERE NOTIFIED BY LETTER 
FROM ATTORNEY GENERAL MAINZA CHONA THAT THEY WILL BE CHARGED 
WITH CONSPIRACY TO DEPRIVE ZAMBIA OF OIL AND SUPPORT THE ILLEGAL 
RHODESIAN REGIME. THE LETTER STATED THAT THE OIL COMPANIES 
ACTION "CAUSED AND CONTINUES TO CAUSE CONSIDERABLE FINANCIAL 
LOSS TO ZAMBIA PUTTING HER ECONOMY AT VERY SERIOUS RISK ". 

THE COMPANIES WILL BE CHARGED WITH VIOLATING SANCTIONS, 

INTERNATIONAL LAW, NATIONAL SANCTIONS, AND BREACHES OF CONTRACT 
AS WELL AS CONSPIRACY. 

2. THE LETTER WAS SENT TO SHELL, BP, CALTEX, MOBIL, AND A 
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NUMBER OF ASSOCIATED COMPANIES. THOSE NOTIFIED HAVE 35 DAYS 
TO ADVISE THE GRZ AS TO WHOM THEIR COUNSEL WILL BE. 

3. COMMENTING ON THE LETTERS, CHONA SAID THAT, "IRRESPECTIVE 
OF ANY CLAIM, THE ZAMBIAN GOVERNMENT WANTED THE COMPANIES 
CONCERNED TO IMMEDIATELY USE ALL THEIR INFLUENCE TO ENSURE 
THAT SANCTIONS WERE STRICTLY COMPLIED WITH IN ORDER TO BRING 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

THE ILLEGAL REGIME TO AN END AND FREE ZAMBIA'S ECONOMY. 1 ' 

CLINGERMAN 
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